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The  "Old  Hill  church” 
Freedom  Twp.,  Adams  county.  Pa. 


Built,  1792  -  1795  -  at  the  location  of  a  previous  log  church,  on  land 
granted  by  a  "Manor"  warrant  of  1765  (retro-active,  I  think)  to  James 
Agnew  L  Thos  Douglas  in  trust  for  "the  Presbyterian  Meeting  House  in 
the  Forks  of  Plum  Run.  The  foundations  measure  (paced  distances) 

39  X  52  feet. 

The  type  of  architect-are  was  comman  to  all  five  of  the  "Presbyterian 
churches  of  Adams  county.  The  two  remaining  churches  of  that  period, 
Hunterstown,  b  Lower  Marsh  creek- show  the  same  construction  in  their 
now  altered  masonry.  I  have  always  looked  upon  it  as  a  peculiarly 
Scotch  importation.  Latterly  I  have  not  been  so  sure  of  that,  for  two 
churches  of  Lancaster  Co.,  ,  Donegal,  Presbyterian  b  Middle  Ocfroraro, 
Reformed  Presbyterian,  show  no  evidence  of  having  been  originally  so 
built 

The  photographs  render  detailed  description  superfluous-  except  one 
item  which  I  have  not  seen  mentioned  elsewhere  -  the  sounding  board  of 
the  pulpit  bare,  originally,  a  13  pointed  star,  overlay,  The  rays  had 
fallen  prey  to  relic  hunters,  when  I  knew  it,  but  the  outline  of  the 
star  remained  clearly  visible.  I  have  sen  the  staement  that  the  pews 
had  racks  for  fire-arms-  I  have  no  recollection  of  them,  and  the  photo¬ 
graphs  do  no  show  them. 

It  was  used  for  occasional  summer  worship  up  to  about  1880  (personal 
knowledge")  After  the  disbanding  of  the  United  Presbyterian  congregation 
of  Gettysburg,  about  1890,  it  was  allowed  to  fall  into  ruin.  The  mater¬ 
ials  of  its  fallen  walls  have  disappeared,  and  now  nothing  remains 
except  the  outlins  of  the  foundations  and  its  brick  paved  aisles. 


The  congregation:- 

Its  origin  is  lost  in  an  obscurity  more  dense  than  that  of  the  Pres¬ 
byterian,  or  of  its  closely  related  Reformed  Presbyterian  (Rock  creek, 
near  Gettysburg)  I  think  it  is  safe  to  assume  that  its  organization 
was  practically  coincident  with  the  latter-  the  late  1740's,  probably 
not  later  than  1750. 

It  was  first  served  by  Rev,  James  Proudfit,  an  Associate  Presbytery 
Minister  who  did  missionary  work  in  th^s  region,  1754  -  1758, 
to  his  permanent  location  at  Pequea,  Lancaster  Co. 

The  first  resident  Pastor  was  Rev  Robert  Annan, 
was  during  his  pastorate  that  the  first  log  church 
The  Rev  John  Murray  was  its  Pastor  from  177.?  to 
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A  union  of  the  two  dissenting 
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1763  -  1768  .  It 
was  built  (v.s.) 
1785  . 

effected  in  1782- 
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knowb  as  the  Associate-  Reformed 

Murray  the  congregation  was  made  a  part  of  the  Pastoral  charge  of 
Rev.  Alexander  Dobbin  of  the  Rock  creelt  church,  (Gettysburg)  -  until 
his  death  in  1809 


site 


Church  of  Gettysburg 
on  w  Hugh  St.,  -  the 
of  the  present  U.  B. 


In  1804  (1805  ?)  the  Associate  Presbyterian 
was  built  (the  Rock  creek  church  abandoned)  - 
first  house  of  worship  in  the  Borough-  the 
Church. 

How  long  the  congregation  maintained  its  sJ^CS'at e  identity,  and 
used  the  Kill  church  for  regular  worship,  I  have  never  seen  stated. 
Its  record  book  from  1797,  in  the  Penn*  Dept  of  Archives,  shows  pay¬ 
ments  of  subscriptions  up  to  1858  -  but  they  wefe  very  few,  and  for 
othe£  reasons  as  t?11,  its  membership  must  have  been  very  small. 
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The  Old  Hill  church  p  2 

I  think  it  is  safe  to  assume  that  its  life  as  a  serrate  organization 
ended  about  that  time. 

One  strikingly  unusual  fact  is  that  there  was  210  grave-yard  at  the 
church.  That  was  ny  recollection,  confirmed,  some  years  ago  by  a 
careful  search  of  the  adjacent  terrain. 

References :- 

Bates  History  of  Adams  county 

Rev.  j.  H.  Miller-  in  the  Christian  Union  Herald,  1821  (  A  United 
Presbyterian  Publication,  Pittsnurgh 
Photographs  -  by  the  late  Yf.  H.  Tipton,  Gettysburg. 

(  I  doubt  that  the  negatives  are  now  in  existence. 

Some  little  personal  knowledge 
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Manuscript  of  Rev.  John  Jamison 
"United  Presbyterian  congregation  of  Gettysburg" 

It  seems  to  me  that  this  congregation  should  be  given  credit  for  or¬ 
ganization  at  an  earlier  date  than  April  8,  1753  -  this  is  of  course 
legalistically  correct,  but  it  undoubtedly  was  in  existence  prior  to  that 
date,  for  its  Elders  evidently  had  been  previously  elected  when  ordained 
by  Mr  Cuthbertson  on  the  date  given,  and  was  probably  in  existence  as  a 
"praying  society"  yet  earlier. 

"The  oldest  organization  in  the  Umited  Presbyterian  church" 

It  may  have  been,  at  the  time  of  Mr  Jamisons  writing  -  but  I  doubt 
if  most  people  would  place  that  construction  on  it.. 

In  1939,  the  General  Assembly  of  the  U.  P.  Church,  in  session  at  Phil¬ 
adelphia,  dedicated  a  restoration  of  the  church  on  the  Middle  Octaroro, 
a  few  miles  south  of  Quarryville,  Lancaster  co.,  as  the  "first  church  of 
the  denomination". 

It  seems  reasobable  that  this  is  correct  -  for  that  is  where  Mr  cuth¬ 
bertson  "settled"  on  his  arrival  in  America,  Aug  5,  1751,  and  was  his  home 
for  nearly  40  yrs-  and  that  there  he  would  organize  his  first  church 

"Reformed  Presbyterian,  or  "covenanter"  Church" 

This  phraseology  would  be,  by  most  people,  I  think,  construed 
to  mean  that  "covenanter"  was  a  designation  peculiar  to  the  Reformed 
Presbyterian  denomination. 

.1  was  surprised  to  see  this  use  of  the  word,  for  I  knew  Mr  Jamison's 
scholarly  attainments  -  I  was  raised  in  his  congregation  -  That  surprise 
was  modified  when  I  found  the  some  language  in  scouller's  History  of  the 
Big  Spring  Presbytery. 

notwithstanding  this,  iiit  is  an  unfortunately  incorrect  use  of  the 
designation. 

The  "solemn  League  &  covenant"  "to  establish  and  maintain  the  Pres¬ 
byterian  doctrine  and  polity  as  the  sole  religion  of  the  country,  to  the 
exclusion  of  Prelacy  and  Popery ",  during  the  17th  cenrury,  was  partici¬ 
pated  in  by  "the  vast  majority"  of  the  Scottish  people. 

Tlie  Dissenters  were  a  minority  which  refused  to  accept  the  compromise 
by  which  a  very  much  limited  participation  of  the  state  in  church  affairs 
was  accepted  -  ending  the  covenater  Persecution  and  resulting  in  the 
establishment  of  the  scotch  Kirk  as  the  church  of  Scotland 

A  further  cleavage  on  doctrinal  differences  resulted  in  the  "Reformed 
Presbyterian  church  in  1680  and  the  Associate  Presbytery  in  1683. 

The  designation  "covenanter"  is  therefore  the  propery  of  Presbyterians 
of  all  varieties. 

"Dr  Dobbin  -  -  arrived  -  -  from  Ireland  -  -  " 

In  a  sense  this  is  true  -  for  he  was  born  in  Londonderry  -  but  in 
the  usually  accepted  sen&e,  he  came  from  Scotland. 

He  was  educated  at  Glasgow,  and  ordained  for  the  specific  purpose 
of  American  missionary  work 

These  circumstances  undoubtedly  were  responsible  for  the  apparent 
tardy  development  of  the  Dissenting  denominations  -  they  were  compelled 
to  "go"  to  Scotland  for  their  ministerial  authority  -  whereas  the  reg¬ 
ular  Presbyterians,  approximately  10  years  earlier,  had  available  the 
Donegal  Presbytery,  Lancaster  county. 
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Undated,  infer entially  it  was  writt en  about  July  1,  1885  -  evidently 
his  Valedictory, 

The  Pastoral  relations  were  terminatted  by  mutual  consent  because 
the  Congregation,  for  many  reasons,  had  dwindled  to  a  point  at  which  they 
were  no  longer  able  to  pay  a  Pastor, 

There  was  no  other  Pastor  called,  and  in  1889,  Mr  Jamison  returned 
to" mo derate”  a  congregational  meeting  which  petitioned  Presbytery  for 
its  dissolution 

In  1890,  or  shortly  thereafter,  the  Church  property  was  sold  to  the 
United  Brethren,  &  demolished  to  male  way  for  their  present  church 
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